Determining Cost of Attendence (COA) Costs   



Review this information to determine suggested sources to obtain COA components.

	Component
	Suggested Source

	Tuition and Fees
	· School business office

· School catalog statement on fees and equipment for specific programs

	Books and Supplies
	· Staff at the campus bookstore and other local bookstores

· School catalog statements on supplies needed for specific program

· Internet sources

	Room & Board
	· Campus survey of student housing and food costs

· School housing office, fraternities, and sororities

· School food-service staff

· “Market basket” priced at local grocery stores

· Newspaper ads and rental agency listings for apartments, houses to share

· Professional association research on expenses

· Data from nearby school

· Cost data from financial aid service agencies such as American College Testing (ACT) and College Scholarship Service (CSS)

· U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) data

· Cost data from State SFA agencies, guaranty agencies, accrediting agencies, and local and state government agencies

	Transportation
	· Travel to student’s home: airline, train, and bus companies; travel agents; Internet sources

· Local transportation: fare schedules of public transit agencies; IRS mileage allowance; your school’s mileage allowance for employee travel

	Miscellaneous
	· Student expense survey

· Student expense diaries

· Professional association research on expenses

· Data from nearby schools

	Student Loan Fees
	· Student loan office (in some large schools)

· Financial aid office records on loan amounts

· Loan providers (whether federal, state, or private) that furnish information on loans and loan fees to the financial aid office (by direct mailings, Web pages)

	Study Aboard
	· Foreign study office at the school

· Travel agents

· Exchange-program partner schools

· Student expense survey

· Student expense diary

	CO-OP
	· Documentation from co-op program directors

· Data from nearby schools

	Dependence Care per dependent
	· Public or private off-campus facilities

· School’s schedule of fees for on-campus child care

· Local social service agencies and child-care services

· Student records of expenses incurred

	*Expense for students w/Disabilities
	· State vocational/rehabilitation agencies

· Student records of expenses incurred


Notes:

