June 15, 2001

Dear Experimental Sites Program Participant:
We are pleased to present the format for reporting on nine of the thirteen Experimental Sites Initiatives.  During the preparation of the last Annual Executive Summary Report, we saw the need for more consistent standardized reporting from Experimental Sites Initiative participants to ensure that we obtain the quantitative data needed to support change to regulatory and statutory provisions from which participants have been exempted. 

Standard reporting is defined for nine experiments: Loan Proration, Overaward, Loan Fees, Multiple Disbursement, 30-Day Delay, Credit to Institutional (Non-Allowable) Charges, Credit to Prior Term Charges, Entrance Counseling and Exit Counseling.  Many institutions participate in one or more of the above experiments and common data is needed to make a strong case for change.   

There are four “Special Purpose” Experiments: Academic Term, FWS Time Records, FWS Payment to Students, and Ability-to-Benefit (ATB).   These are, for the most part, individual experiments.   Although there are a number of institutions in the Ability to Benefit (ATB) experiment, institutions in this experiment entered through a consortium arrangement and reporting data is consistent. 

The Reporting formats contained in the attached document were disseminated to all Experimental Sites participants in draft for review and comment.  Changes were made based on comments and recommendations received.   Thank you for your careful review and comments.

You are strongly encouraged to report in these format in your next annual report, due October 1, 2001.  We believe that consistent reporting by all participants in a particular experiment will ensure that we receive the data we need to present to Department of Education officials and Congress to promote change in regulatory and statutory requirements and reduce burden for all participating Title IV institutions.

Although the reporting formats in the attached document are quite comprehensive, you are encouraged to submit, with your annual report, any other data that you have submitted in the past or that you feel adequately represents your conclusions regarding the experiments in which you participate.

We will disseminate automated templates of the reporting formats on the Experimental Sites & QA listserves.  The templates are contained in one Microsoft Office Excel spreadsheet.  The spreadsheet contains:  1) a Demographical Background worksheet and 2) nine worksheets, one for each experiment.  Please complete the Demographical Background worksheet and a corresponding worksheet for each experiment in which you participate.  You will find worksheet tabs at the bottom of the Excel spreadsheet.   By the annual reporting deadline date of October 1, 2001, please transmit the completed Excel file to Jackie Bannister at the following email address:   Jackie.Bannister@ed.gov

These standard reporting formats expand the reporting requirements in your Experimental Sites Program Participation Agreement.  We are very grateful to the Experimental Sites Reporting Data Workgroup for their hard work in assisting us to produce these templates.

We are confident that standardized reporting will result in a most productive outcome for all concerned.  If you have any questions regarding the requirements, please contact Jackie Bannister at (202) 708-7438 or Francine Reeves at (404) 562-6289.  

Sincerely,

Barbara Mroz
Performance Improvement and Procedures

U.S. Department of Education

