Documentation


Question 1: 

Would having an SSN and EIN number for the preparer suffice under the clause “or other official validation” that appears in the verification handbook?  If not, what else is intended to qualify under “other official validation”? May a school accept an SSN or EIN in lieu of a signature on a return completed by a tax preparer?

Answer:  

If the IRS accepts the SSN and EIN number of the preparer in lieu of a signature, then we, the Department of Education, will accept them on tax documentation for the purpose of verification “other official validation”.  Most often you can verify AGI and U.S. Income Tax paid by using a copy of the signed U.S. income tax return.  U.S. tax filers can file their taxes electronically (through e-file), over the telephone (through TeleFile) or using traditional paper tax forms. 

Remember, tax documents needed for verification may vary depending on the filing method used by the applicant, spouse, and/or parents. All documentation must contain the required signatures (or stamp or other official validations) and must contain all data necessary for verification. If all necessary data are not present, the student must provide additional documentation.

Yes. Instead of a return the filer has signed, the school may accept a paper return on which the tax preparer has stamped, typed, or printed his or her name and SSN or EIN.

Question 2: 

Must a school request documentation supporting the student saying that he/she is a ward-of-the-court?

Answer: 

A school does not have to require documentation, but many do. An official letter from the court would, for example, be a type of documentation that would suffice.
