FWS Activity:  Community Question 1

Community Service Match



Question # 1: Community Service Match

Federal Work Study (FWS) Program Institutions must use at least 7% of their Work-Study allocation to support students working in community service jobs. On what date did the 7% take effect?

Answer:

The 7% rule came into affect in 2000-01. The 7% matching must be calculated from the ORIGINAL initial plus supplemental allocation and must NOT be calculated from a figure that is left over after carry forward/carry back.  Please reference 2003-04 FSA Handbook, FWS, pages 6-7 through 6-8 and 675.18(g).

Question #2: Community Service Match

Referencing: 2003-04 FSA Handbook, FWS, pages 6-7 through 6-8: a school must use at least 7% of its FWS initial and supplemental allocations for an award year to pay the federal share of wages. What if the school received reallocated funds? Do they use 7% of those funds as well or is it 7% of the entire initial allocation, supplemental and the reallocated funds?
Answer:

Basically, a school’s supplemental allocation is comprised of reallocated funds. ED takes unexpended funds and redistributes them to schools that qualify for supplemental allocations.  

Therefore, when ED guidance states that a school needs to spend at least 7% of its initial and supplemental allocations on community service, that means schools need to spend at least 7% of its initial allocation and any reallocated funds it receives as a supplemental allocation.  
For all areas that the school found problems, complete a Management Enhancement Worksheet to explain corrective action. 
