FWS Activity:  Community Question 5

Garnishment of Wages




Question # 1: Garnishment of Wages

A Financial Aid Administrator would like to know if a school could garnish a student’s Federal Work Study (FWS) monies for child support?   The school received documentation from the courts.

Answer:

No. A student’s FWS wages may be garnished ONLY to pay any costs of attendance that the student owes the school or that will become due and payable during the period of the award. Schools must oppose any garnishment order they receive for any other type of debt; paying FWS funds in such cases would not be in compliance with Student Financial Assistance Programs requirement that funds be used solely for educational purposes. As schools may not necessarily be the employers in an off-campus employment arrangement, they must adopt effective procedures to notify off-campus employers that garnishment of FWS wages for any debt other than a cost of attendance is not permissible. 

For all areas that the school found problems, complete a Management Enhancement Worksheet to explain corrective action. 
