FSA Institutional Eligibility Activity #6

Program Eligibility/Academic Year Requirements



Complete the following exercise to ensure compliance with the minimum requirements for Program Eligibility & Academic Year Requirements:

1. Can your institution ensure that it awards financial aid only to students enrolled in courses meeting the requirements of an eligible program?  Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (668.8 and 668.32)
2. Does your institution confirm, on an annual basis, that the duration of your academic year meets the minimum requirements defined by the Secretary?  Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (668.2 and 668.3)
3. For all students in a given course of study, does your institution use the same academic year definition?  Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (668. 2) 
4. Does each definition incorporate at least 30 weeks?  Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___

5. Does your institution define its payment periods as applicable? Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (668.4, 2004-05 FSA Handbook, School Eligibility & Operations, pages 2-34 through 2-41 and 2003-04 FSA Handbook, Institutional & Program Eligibility, pages 2-32 through 2-40) 
6. Prior to July 1, 2003, for non-term or non-standard term undergraduate programs, did your institution apply the concept of the 12-hour rule when determining whether the program is a full academic year in length (the 12 hour rule is no longer in effect as of July 1, 2003)? Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (668.2, 2003-04 FSA Handbook, Institutional & Program Eligibility, page 2-41
7. After July 1, 2003, does your institution apply the definition of a week of instructional time?   Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (668.8 (b)(3)(i), 2004-05 FSA Handbook, School Eligibility & Operations, page 2-42
8. If your institution offers an undergraduate program in credit hours, and the program does not meet the eligibility requirements outlined in 2004-05 FSA Handbook, School Eligibility & Operations, pages 2-62 through 2-64 or 2003-04 FSA Handbook, Institutional & Program Eligibility, pages 2-18 through 2-21 does your institution use the proper clock/credit hour conversion? Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___

9. If your institution does not offer a 2-year associate or 4-year bachelors degree program, have you determined that no more than 50 % of your students were admitted under the ATB Provisions?  Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (600.7)   

10. If your institution offers courses by correspondence, has it determined that no more than 50 percent of its courses are offered by correspondence or that no more than 50 percent of its students are enrolled in correspondence courses? Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___  (600.7)
11. If your institution offers programs to incarcerated students, has it determined that no more than 25 percent of its enrolled students are incarcerated or has it received a waiver of this prohibition from the Secretary?           Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (600.7)
12. If your institution offers distance education courses (correspondence or telecommunications) does your institution follow the program guidelines pertaining to the limitation of such courses and the Title IV aid eligibility of students enrolled in such courses (unless your institution has been approved to participate in the Distance Education Demonstration Program created by the Higher Education Amendments of 1998?             Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___ (600.2, 600.7, 668.38, 668.39, DCL GEN 98-10)  
13. The school follows the requirements outlined in 668.14(b)(22) when dealing with incentive compensation. Yes___ No___ Management Enhancement Needed___
If your school found deficiencies in any areas above, please complete the Management Enhancement Worksheet to explain the school's plan to correct and problems noted.
