Quality Analysis Tool Reporting Requirement 2002-2003

We are pleased to announce the availability of the Quality Analysis Tool (QA Tool) for Windows 2002-2003, Version 2.0 software.

We designed the product to help all schools conduct in-depth analysis of applicant populations using data from initial and paid on ISIR transactions.  The analysis will provide data to help schools understand how changes in student-reported data items impact the EFC and Pell Grant Eligibility and the effectiveness of their own institutional verification program.

Version 2.0 is available on the U.S. Department of Education’s Student Financial Assistance Download  Web site  (SFAdownload) located at http://SFAdownload.ed.gov.  The QA Tool 2002-2003 Installation Guide and the Version 2.0 Cover Letter are also available on the SFAdownload Web site.  Both documents contain important information you should review after downloading the software.

The 2002-2003 QA Tool Desk Reference is also available on the SFAdownload Web site. This electronic desk reference replaces the paper desk reference distributed in prior years for QA Tool software.

Please note:  As our January 4, 2002 listserv message alerted you, all Quality Assurance Program participants are expected to provide their specific institutional verification practices to the American Institutes for Research (AIR), our operating partner.  We will not be assessing these practices individually.   We will use the collective knowledge to collaborate with the Department as it works to more effectively target for verification those applicants likeliest to have made errors on their FAFSA that would significantly affect the amount of federal aid they receive.  This is an important opportunity for QA schools to contribute to strengthening program integrity.

Each QA Program school should enter its verification parameters into the QA Tool using a new feature of the software.  It asks users to enter their verification processes in the form of multiple queries that “flag” applicants who typically would be selected for  institutional verification.   Providing these queries to AIR by April 30, 2002 is a QA Program requirement for award year 2002-2003.   We will provide more detailed guidance on how to use this software feature in March.  We will provide instruction in several sessions of the QA and Experimental Sites Conference in March 4-5, 2002.

Please call your QA Program contact person if you have questions.

Barbara A. Mroz

Performance and Accountability Improvement

