V Code Guidance

2/21/2002

Good Morning Colleagues, 

As a result of the implementation of the Common Origination and Disbursement System, there have been changes made in the reporting of verification codes. We want to take this opportunity to review these changes with you and how it would impact your reporting as a Quality Assurance School.
Starting in 2002-03 schools will report a "V" for all students they verified and a "W" for students they selected for verification but paid without documentation.  No reporting is required for students the school did not need to verify, e.g., if CPS selects but the QA School does not.  This will NOT be checked against whether the student was selected for verification at the CPS, and no assumptions will be made to 'infer' a "V" or a "W". 
QA schools will be requested to report "V" for those students they verified per their QA procedures.  Again, this will not be checked against the selection via the CPS so no verification status will be assumed for QA schools. 
Listed below are several questions and answers that we thought you might find helpful. For those schools who import their ISIR's from the EDExpress Application Processing module into their Pell module and submit for reporting, please note question number 4.
1.If we verify a student and we make a correction, would we send in   a "V" status code on a transaction greater than 01? 
  ANSWER: Yes. Corrections always involve a transaction greater than 0. 

 2.If we verify a student and the information was accurate and we don't need to do a correction, should we still code the student with a "V"?   If so, will the system accept a "V" status code on a 01 transaction?
  ANSWER: Yes, you would use a " V".  Many schools, both QA and NON-QA, will verify a (01) transaction and it will be accurate.  You still need to report that you verified it. 
3.How do we code students who were selected by CPS for verification but were not selected by our school?  Should these be reported as "blanks"?   If so, is RFMS set up to not edit/reject these records since we are a Quality Assurance school? 
  ANSWER: You would leave these blank.  This will NOT be checked against whether the student was selected for verification at the CPS, and no assumptions will be made to 'infer' a "V" or a "W".
4.For Pell reporting purposes, we import ISIR's from the EDExpress Application Processing Module into the Pell Module. How should my school code the ISIR's if selected by the CPS, but not selected by my schools own verification process?
  ANSWER: Unfortunately, the codes are treated differently in the EDExpress Application Module and the Pell Module.  As a Quality Assurance School or for a school who only verifies 30% of its population, an extra step is necessary prior to submitting the records for payment.
  
If you import data into the Pell module from the Application Processing Module AND they were selected for CPS verification and you have NOT put a "V" in this field, EDExpress will "translate" the blank on selected students to a "W".  This will alert you when you go to pay this student that the student was selected, but you chose not to do verification. However, you do not want to send the record to RFMS for payment with a "W" code - you want it to remain blank. This is the extra step you will need to do prior to submitting for payment. 
  
EXTRA STEP REQUIRED: QA Schools will have to make the "W's" into blanks before submitting for payment. You can run a query to change the "W" to blank (which you can do for all of your students via a multiple update function), and the field will go to the Pell Processing system with a blank. Since you are not comparing selected students to what a school reports, nothing happens.  It would be as if the student had never been selected.
  
Remember, you can change the Pell Verification Status Flag in the Pell module by manual entry, multiple entry, query, etc.  
Should you have any questions, please contact your Regional Quality Assurance Representative - (Michael Cagle, Francine Reeves or Holly Langer-Evans).
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Quality Assurance Program 

